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INTRODUCTION

The Resplendent Sun of Vyasa’s Doctrine, it would
seem needs must also have, as introducing it, a dawn—those
waking moments of mystic struggle between darkness and
light. '

So let this be.

The Brahmasutras, those wonderful apophthegms of
Vedanta Philosophy, are admitted to be of paramount
authority by all who accept the authority of the Vedas and
Upanishads. Hence it is that all the different schools are
schools of interpretations and not of independent speculation.
But Sri Vedavyasa, the author of the Brahmasutras, could
not be credited with having been purposely ambiguous or
had all the contradictory doctrines in view. The first claim,
therefore of this work, is, even as clearly indicated in the bitle,
that the author of the Brahmasutras could have had only
one doctrine which he cherished and gave expression to.

To seelz to find out that doctrine, is the avowed enter-
prise of the author, in this book. He has purported to set
about the task as a judge, following accepted rules of
interpretation and principles of construction. He claims
to have succeeded: and it is true his verdict is in favour of
the Visishta-Advaitic doctrine he was born to and brought
up in. Bat that is a mere accident. And I have no
doubt he is willing to be judged by the reasoning in his
judgment rather than by any pre-conceived charges of bias.

The book is undoubtedly a challenge to similar works
in the Advaitic School : but such challenges are the very
life of progressive philosophic speculation. The author has
called his work—MARTHANDA—the Resplendent Sun,
dispelling all the darkness and doubt which have enveloped
 the doctrine of Sri Vedavyasa: and if it should be thought
that therein is an offence against modesty, let it also be
remembered that there are matters in which, and moments
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when, a great thinker who feels he has arrived at certain-
ties casts aside the ordinary conventions and courtesies
of society and proclaims aloud in uncompromising terms,
his own convictions and conclusions.

Te do so, indeed, the great and distinguished author,
Mahamahopadyaya Kapisthalam Desika Acharyaswami of
Tirupati has earned his right by life-long study and research
extending over half a century in Vedantic Philosophy.
This work may be regarded as the ripe frait of all his wide
and deep learning and intense thinking on the subject.

The various schools, the Dwaita, the Advaita, and the
Visishta-Advaita have all claimed by means of inter-
pretation of the same sitras, to arrive at conclusions widely
differing from each other, regarding man and his goal.

The learned author by the process adopted by him of
independent investigation has arrived at conclusions the
same as those of Sri Ramanuja ; and Visishta-Advaita or
Differentiated Non-dualism is finally pronounced to

be the true dootrine propounded by Badarayana in the
Brahmasitras.

To the modern mind educated exXclusively on Western
lines, a blind and unquestioning respect for authority, albeit
for the Brahmasiitras, followed up by desperate efforts to fig
every idea into what has been accepted as authority, may
seem not only curious but wasteful. But the subject is
beyond our present scope, though it may be as well to
remember that even inthe West indications are not wanting
of great philosophic thinkers coming round to believe ifl
certain foundations of faith. It is therefore sufficient to

state t}han in matters of religion the acceptance of authority
as ultimate is not without its use and purpose.

If dualism and ideal monism are as poles asunder, the
Differentiated Monism'is really in the nature of a compro,mise
between the two,—not the compromise of half and half
but that which is attained by a synthesis overcoming both
The unity of the Visishta-Advaita is not material unity o
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undifferentiated identity but is more foundamental and
organic. It is indeed a higher and truer unity such as that
which subsists between the body and the soul or between
the organs and the organism. May it not therefore be that
this doctrine is really more in accord with the direction in
which recent science and philosophy in the West has
tended ?

The book has been divided into four parts. In the first
part, the author has sought to establish that, on a fair
consideration and construction of the sitras, the doctrine
regarding Tatwa or the final truth is that Para Brahmam is
no other than Sriman Narayana, the Supreme, Self and that
Matter and Soul are real and eternal and sustained in exist-
ence by Him as their Inner Self.

The second part is devoted to an investigation into
what the final goal consists in and there again, it is sought

to be established that it does not consist in mere negation
or absorption, but in a higher world, in a state of perfect
wisdom, goodness and bliss and in perfect harmony with
the Divine Will. In this part, the author has shown con-
clusively and with a wealth of closs and detailed reasoning,
that, in the doctrine of Sri Vedavyasa as expounded in the
Satras, there is no room or justification for assuming or
postulating a Nirguna Brahmam beyond the Saguna
Brahmam identified with Sriman Narayana.

In the third part, the learned author has sought to re-
inforce his conclusions by reference to what Sri Vedavyasg,
has himself said on these matters in the Mahabharata chiefly,
claiming to treat such statements as cogent and conclusive
evidence as to what his true view should be regarded to be
in the Satras.

The fourth and last part is devoted to a question com-
paratively unimportant and somewhat far fetched. Kapila,
n his Sankhya Sitras has stated and criticised a doctrine
resembling the Advaitic. This has been caught hold of
by certain Advaitic. writers, proceeding I suppose on
the reasoning of any stick being good enough, to establish
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that Kapila in stating the Vedantic doctrine has stated it
according to the Advaitic school. The learned author has
taken great pains t0 demolish this view by demonstrating,
even apart from the age of Kapila, that the doctrine stated
and criticised by Kapila was not that of Sri Vedavyasa.

Tt must also be mentioned that while seeking fto
discover the true doctrine of the Brahma Sitras, the
author has also incidentally endeavoured to make it clear
that even the true doctrine of the Upanishads taken and
considered as a whole is not in accord with the Advaitic
interpretations. It will thus be seen how comprehensive
the work is, how difficult has been the task set for himself
by the author and how he has treated the subject and arrived
ot the conclusions. I feel no doubs that none of those who
carefully read the treatise will have any fault to find, at any
rate, with the principles of interpretation on which the entire
reasoning is based.

The author, who is now seventythree years old, is a
grand old man, as we should designate him. He was born
at Tirupati, of poor parents. Struggling in poverty and by his
own efforts, he studied Sanskrit language and literature and
soon mastered them. It is not so well-known as it deserves
to be that he has composed several poems in Sanskrit of
considerable merit. He also studied Sanskrit Logic and
Philosophy under several great masters in various places.
His merits have been recognised in all the Indian States of
South India and more than once even in far-off Benares and
other places in Northern India.

Being an ardent devotee of Sri Venkatachalapathi ab
Tirupati, he has always felt himself bound not only to live
in Tirupati but to give his time and labours to the Sanskrit
College there established by Sri Mahant. He has, for several

decades now, been regarded as the greatest living authority
in Vedantic Philosophy.

About twelve yesrs ago he was accorded by the British
Government the distinction of Mahamahopadhyaya.
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Though he has recently retired from active work as
Principal of the College, he is still fortunately, thanks to the
culture and generosity of Sri Mahant Prayaga Dasji, in receipt,
as pension, of the amount of his former salary. It is this
leisure so kindly afforded him that has enabled him to pro-

duce this valuable work which none in the country, but he
could have written.

Short of stature and slightly built, the author does not
belong to the class of what may be ocalled striking per-
sonalities. He is also by nature somewhat reticent and
retiring, with his thoughts and outlook turned inwards.
But a few minutes with him in his quiet manner of
conversation are enough to reveal to us what a profound
scholar and thinker there lies concealed in that small self-
possessed figure. In disputation, he is clear and inexorable
and in exposition-of abstruse metaphysical conceptions he is
singularly-facile and simple. He is still a student and can be
seen with his failing eyesight, still pouring over books during
many hours everyday. Hefeels that he has only just begun
to make all his nurtured learning and thought bear some
fruit. He is still looking forward to writing and publishing
many other volumes containing and conveying the cream
of his study and thought. May his God Sri Venkatanatha
grant unto him long life and vigorous health, if only for
that end.

“LARSHMI Vinas” )
TeE LUz, MYLAPORE- | V.V SRINIVASAN.
10th May 1929. J
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